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Bill Type and Number: Ordinance 2016-766
Introducer/Sponsor(s): Council President at the request of the Mayor
Date of Introduction: November 22, 2016
Committee(s) of Reference: R, F
Date of Analysis: November 23, 2016
Type of Action: Ordinance Code amendment
Bill Summary: The bill amends Ordinance Code Chapter 112 – Claims By and Against the City – to add “code enforcement liens” to the list of claims, bills and judgements that may be settled by the Finance Director, Office of General Counsel or Mayor (depending on the principal amount of the lien) if s/he determines that it is in the City’s best interests to settle a case for less than the full amount due, and eliminates the requirement that a department head must approve the settlement of code enforcement liens originating in their department. The bill amends Ordinance Code Chapter 518 – Jacksonville Property Safety and Maintenance Code – to provide that a nuisance abatement lien may not be settled until the property complies with the Jacksonville Property Safety and Maintenance Code, replacing the current provision which allows settlement to proceed if the property is rehabilitated to the satisfaction of Chief of the Code Enforcement Division.
Background Information: The preamble to the bill states that in numerous instances in which the City imposes liens for funds expended in remedying nuisance code violations, the City never collects on the lien from the original owner and is petitioned by a subsequent owner (who often takes possession of the property via foreclosure or tax deed sale) to reduce or cancel the lien because that owner was not responsible for the original violation. The Ordinance Code currently provides a mechanism for administrative settlement of delinquent bills, claims and judgements, but not code enforcement liens. This bill adds code enforcement liens to the list of items that can be settled administratively. The amendment will allow nuisance abatement liens with a principal amount of $1,000 up to $4,999 to be settled by the Director of Finance; liens with a principal amount of $5,000 to $9,999 to be settled by the General Counsel with the Finance Director’s concurrence; and liens with a principal amount of $10,000 to $99,999 to be settled by the Mayor with the concurrence of the General Counsel and the Finance Director.
Policy Impact Area: Nuisance abatement liens
Fiscal Impact: Undetermined; will authorize administrative settlement of liens for less than the full amount of principal and interest due.
Analyst: Clements
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